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1) Introduction

At SIS Swiss International School Brazil, our mission is to provide an education that is truly bilingual. This language
policy is a product of our school's language philosophy and a statement of the goals set for the process of learning
and teaching languages. This policy was developed from the school’s pedagogical guidelines and describes the
practices adopted to achieve and review the established goals.

Our school combines teaching excellence with a multicultural environment focused on developing an international
mindset, forming ethical, critical, and conscientious citizens capable of transforming the world. This mission forms
the foundation of our language policy, recognizing the integral role of language in achieving our educational goals.

2) Alignment with our school mission

2.1) Bilingual Education

We are committed to a bilingual education where students are proficient in the Languages of Instruction.
This bilingual approach allows students to explore, inquire, and express themselves, fostering a deeper
understanding and appreciation of multiple cultures. Our language policy promotes the balanced
development of languages, ensuring that students can navigate and excel in a multicultural and
multilingual world.

2.2) Independence and Personal Growth

The language policy supports the personal growth and independence of our students by encouraging them
to become confident communicators in all languages they learn. By providing opportunities for language
learning and practice in various contexts, we help students build the skills necessary for self-expression,
critical thinking, and independent problem-solving.

2.3) Intercultural Environment

Our multicultural environment is at the heart of our language policy. We celebrate linguistic diversity and
promote the understanding and respect of different cultures. The language policy includes programs for
the acquisition of additional languages and supports the preservation and development of students' mother
tongues. Not only does this approach reinforce literacy and cultural identity, but it also prepares students
to thrive in an interconnected global community.

2.4) Excellence in Teaching

The pursuit of teaching excellence is reflected in our language policy. We recognize that the cognitive
skills acquired through learning multiple languages enhance higher-order thinking and multiple
perspectives. Our educators are dedicated to differentiating instruction to meet the needs of students at
various levels of language acquisition, ensuring that all students achieve their highest potential.

2.5) Ethical and Critical Citizenship

By fostering bilingualism and multiculturalism, our language policy contributes to the development of
ethical, critical, and conscientious citizens. Students learn to communicate effectively and empathetically,
understand different viewpoints, and engage thoughtfully with the world around them. These skills are
essential for their roles as global citizens capable of making a positive impact.

2.6) Life-Long Learning

Our language policy promotes life-long learning by equipping students with the skills to continuously
engage with new languages and cultures. Language learning empowers students to solve problems, think
critically, and act creatively throughout their lives. The integration of information literacy and technology
within our language programs further enhances their capacity for ongoing learning and adaptation in an
ever-changing world.
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3) Alignment with our other policies

3.1) Admission Policy

SIS Swiss International School Brasilia’s Admission Policy recognises the importance of language learning
and development for everyone. Many of our students are bilingual - a few of them have a beginner or
intermediate understanding of English as a second or third language.

In some cases, students may need language support classes in Language of Instruction or Language
Acquisition, depending on their proficiency level assessed upon entering the school. This need is
communicated to the language coordinators, who will organise a schedule and an instructor to provide the
necessary support classes.

3.2) Assessment Policy

Our language policy is closely aligned with our Assessment Policy to ensure that students achieve success
in their language learning endeavours. We incorporate external examinations for English, German, and
French to provide internationally recognised benchmarks for language proficiency. These assessments
not only validate the language skills of our students but also motivate them to attain high standards in their
language studies.

3.3) Inclusion Policy

At SIS Brasilia, we ensure that all students, regardless of their individual needs, receive equitable support
and opportunities for success. Students with inclusion needs, upon presentation of diagnostic reports and
suggestions for inclusive adaptation arrangements, may receive tailored evaluations to meet their specific
requirements. These adaptations are carefully assessed by the counselling department and the
Pedagogical Coordinator, to ensure they are appropriate and effective. By integrating inclusive practices
into our language policy, we affirm our commitment to providing a supportive and adaptable learning
environment, ensuring that every student can thrive academically and linguistically.

4) Language of Instruction

The school has two languages of instruction: Portuguese and English. Both are regarded as "Language A" (Studies
in Language and Literature) in our IB programmes. SIS Brasilia recognises that all teachers also are language
teachers who hold the responsibility to promote communication skills within their grade level and subject area
classes. Every member of the school community sets an example through attention and care given to language,
actively participating in the students’ development process.

Portuguese and English as languages of instruction are fundamental to our educational approach at SIS Brasilia.
They provide students with the ability to engage deeply with diverse cultures and perspectives, fostering
bilingualism and enhancing cognitive development. Mastery of both languages equips students with essential
communication skills, enabling them to navigate and contribute to an increasingly globalised world. The emphasis
on Portuguese ensures a strong connection to local culture and heritage, while proficiency in English opens doors
to international opportunities and resources. This bilingual context enriches students academically and prepares
them to be knowledgeable and open-minded citizens.

5) Language Acquisition

At SIS Brasilia, we place significant emphasis on the study of additional languages, recognising its vital role in
fostering global citizenship and intercultural understanding. While Portuguese and English serve as our primary
languages of instruction, we also prioritise language acquisition, offering comprehensive programs in German
and French. We believe that learning additional languages enriches our students' academic experiences,
enhances cognitive abilities, and opens doors to diverse cultural perspectives. By mastering multiple languages,
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our students are better prepared to thrive in an increasingly interconnected world, appreciating and respecting
the diversity of global cultures.

5.1) German

Starting from Grade 3 of the PYP, all students begin their journey with the German language, attending classes
three times a week. This early and consistent exposure helps lay a strong foundation in language acquisition. As
students progress to Grades 6 through 8, the frequency of German classes increases to four times a week,
providing more intensive instruction and deeper immersion. This structured and gradual increase in German
language education ensures that our students develop proficiency and confidence, equipping them with valuable
skills for their future academic and personal endeavours.

The expectation is that the students reach the following levels (CEFR) in German language by the end of the
school years:

Al A2 B1 B2 C1
4F 6F 8F 1M 3M

5.2) French
Additionally, beginning in Grade 6 of the MYP, all students are introduced to the French language, with classes
held twice a week up to Grade 9. Students are offered optional French classes in Grades 10, 11 and 12 after
regular school hours. This introduction to French further broadens their linguistic and cultural horizons, reinforcing
the importance we place on multilingualism and global awareness. By offering both German and French language
programs, SIS Brasilia ensures that students gain a well-rounded education, enriched by the diverse linguistic and
cultural experiences these languages provide.

The expectation is that the students reach the following levels (CEFR) in French language by the end of the school
years:

Al A2 Bl B2
7F 9F 1M 2M

6. Resources

SIS Brasilia has a library managed by our Head Librarian. The library's mission is to promote and facilitate
information literacy across all curricula and among all community members. It offers extensive databases with
professional material, scholarly articles, magazines, and books in multiple languages.

For PYP students, a weekly routine involves taking home a book in Portuguese and another in English. MYP and
DP students are encouraged to visit the library and explore books of their interest. The librarian plays a crucial role
in honing students' research skills, guiding them in selecting appropriate research materials, and assisting them
in finding reliable online sources. The library provides three computers for research purposes and offers notebooks
to borrow by appointment.

We celebrate language weeks annually, aligning with the official calendars of the French and German Embassies,
which promote international language weeks. The English language week is celebrated around the Halloween
week in October. These weeks feature various activities to promote Francophone, German-speaking, and English-
speaking cultures, ranging from literary events like poetry festivals to themed lunches. Parents are often invited to
participate, such as preparing traditional dishes. Additionally, we hold an annual Literary Week, celebrating the
diverse languages represented in our school community.

This policy was revised in June 2024. Next revision in February 2026.

5




Swiss
International
School

7. Language support

When a student has been identified with additional learning needs regarding language learning, intervention and
support are provided through the Language Support programme. Language support teachers work with teachers
to help them meet the needs of students identified with special language learning needs.

In the PYP, students who need this support have classes in Portuguese and in English once a week. In the MYP,

students have classes in Portuguese and in English once a week, as well as in German.

Appendix

Common European Framework of Reference for Languages

The student

Is able to read Is able to make | Is able to make | Is able to make | Is able to make | Is able to orally
very short short, a simple a clear, a clear, present a
expressions, rehearsed presentation previously structured complex subject
used presentations about a subject | prepared presentation clearly and
repeatedly. For | about familiar in own field of presentation. about a confidently to
example, subjects. expertise. complex an audience
introduce subject. who has no
someone or previous
make a toast. knowledge of
the subject.
Al A2 Bl B2 C1l Cc2
Basic User Independent User Proficient User

Source

Council of Europe (CEFR) (2001). Common European Framework of Reference for Languages: Learning,
Teaching, Assessment. New York: Cambridge University Press.
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